UNCC School of Nursing Latex Response Plan

When working in the clinical setting or nursing skills labs, students may be exposed to latex and other allergens. 

Procedure:

For students with known sensitivity/allergy to latex or any other element in the lab or clinical environment, it is recommended that you:

· obtain consultation from your health care provider about your sensitivity/allergy, risks and treatment.

· inform the lab faculty and your clinical instructor of your sensitivity.

· Latex-free gloves can be provided.  However, the lab environment and clinical facilities are not latex free.

· inform the faculty member of your plan to handle a reaction.

In case of a life-threatening reaction in a nursing lab in the College of Health and Human Services, an ambulance will be summoned.

· Any faculty member or student may dial 911 on the phone in either lab, state that you have a life threatening “Latex emergency” and need an ambulance.  Epinephrine will be needed.
· Do not handle the victim with any latex products.  
· Student/faculty member will be transferred to a hospital in the community by ambulance.  It is helpful for the ambulance personnel to know the victim’s allergies, current medications and any medical conditions.

· Neither emergency transportation nor care is provided at UNC Student Health Center.

In case of a life-threatening reaction in a nursing lab or clinical facility off campus, follow the emergency response plan for that facility. 

Lab Faculty with known sensitivities shall inform the Director of Nursing Labs and the Director of the School of Nursing.

If a student or faculty member has a reaction requiring medical attention, an SON Clinical Incident Report shall be completed and forwarded to the Director of the School of Nursing.

I have reviewed the above policy and understand that questions regarding this policy are to be directed to the Director of Nursing Labs.

Student /Faculty Signature: _______________________________________________

Printed Name: __________________________________________________________

Date: __________________________________________________________________
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